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Abstract:
This study's objective is to analyze the current planning problems that the municipalities suffer from and to present appropriate solutions based on scientific standards. The research was conducted using the survey method; the sample contains 732 questionnaires that were distributed to three categories: mayors, municipality employees, and citizens. 

This study includes a historical background of the Palestinian municipality and village councils, and a quick presentation of the election law in the Palestinian Local Authorities and the Palestinian Local Committees law. In addition to that, the study will define some administration, planning, urban planning, planning law and other related terms. The study will also identify some of the experiences of Arabian and foreign cities. 

The data were analyzed using the SPSS program, and the results that show the current situation were extracted. The most important result was the administration problems and their effect on the planning process. The administration problems were demonstrated in all of the phases that passed in Palestine. The study also presented examples through analyzing the sequential infrastructure plans that were approved for Jenin city, as a case study. It also analyzed the objectives of the municipality and the   retrogression of the general performance in the services sector without including the economic and social aspects of the city. The study also discussed the law problems and its absence, and the effect of this problem on the planning process and the resulting surpasses that led to the current crisis in the planning of our cities. 

The study has also presented recommendations that try to give solutions to the current problems, like developing the administration condition inside the municipalities, ensuring the financial independence of the local committees, the municipality playing an effective role in the economic and social development of the city and population in order for it to be able to plan in the right way, improving the ability to execute these plans, developing planning and building laws, providing the needed authority to implement  these laws, and planning on the transition from not planning to planning. All of this is for developing our cities, treating its problems, providing its needs and directing its development to the right direction.   
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